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Synopsis

John and Charles Wesley provide a vision of God that beckons to anyone interested in a spiritual
life.John Wesley (1703A¢a -4 ce1791), Anglican priest, theologian and church reformer, and his
brother Charles Wesley (1707A¢a —~a ce1788), one of the greatest hymn writers of all time,
cofounded Methodism, a major movement of Christian renewal. Their vision of Christian discipleship
included important spiritual practices that fueled the revival of the eighteenth-century Church of
England. Their holistic theology/spirituality affords guidance for the contemporary spiritual seeker
who yearns for greater meaning and purpose in life.This unique presentation of the writings of these
two inspiring brothers brings together some of the most essential material from their large corpus of
work. While John articulated his vision of Christianity through many sermons, journals and
theological treatises, Charles expressed his theology in lyrical form through some nine thousand
hymns and devotional poems.These excerpts from Charles and John Wesley, with probing
facing-page commentary, will provide insight not only into the renewal of dynamic and vital
Christianity, but into the struggles and concerns of all who seek to be faithful participants in God’s

vision of love in every age.
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Customer Reviews

"A welcome and accessible volume for scholars and practitioners of the Wesleyan traditions.... Ably



provides a resource that integrates and contextualizes both brothers’ work in founding
Methodism."A¢a -4 ¢Elaine A. Heath, president, Wesleyan Theological Society"A much needed
contribution to the church.... Brings new life to the works of John and Charles Wesley. Will be a
much used resource for pastors and laity for years to come."A¢a -4& ¢Steven W. Manskar, director
of Wesleyan leadership, General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist ChurchA¢a -A“The
Christian world in general and the Wesleyan world in particular have needed a book like this.... Will
be a means of grace for all who read it. A¢a -A-A¢a -a ¢Dr. Steve Harper, professor of spiritual
formation and Wesley studies, Asbury Theological SeminaryA¢a -A“Broad A¢a -A|illuminating
A¢a -A|helpful A¢a -A| gives a textured, dimensional portrayal of this vibrant pairA¢a —-A|. A
wonderful volume for newcomers and experienced readers alike.A¢a —-A*A¢a -4 ¢Lester Ruth,
research professor of Christian worship, Duke Divinity SchoolA¢a -A“Provides unique and valuable
insight into the essentials of the Methodism. This wonderful resource inspires greater faithfulness in
witness, discipleship and service in the Wesleyan spirit.A¢a —-A*A¢a -4 ¢Dr. Ulrike Schuler,
professor of church history, Methodism and ecumenism, Reutlingen School of TheologyA¢a -A“A
spiritual treasure! Here we find the richness and depth of [the Wesleys’] spirituality, and through
their words experience the reality of GodA¢a —4,¢s love in Jesus Christ.A¢a —-A*A¢a -4 ¢Henry H.

Knight 1ll, Donald and Pearl Wright Professor of Wesleyan Studies, Saint Paul School of Theology

Paul Wesley Chilcote, PhD, is academic dean and professor of historical theology and Wesleyan
studies at Ashland Theological Seminary in Ohio. He enjoys a special relationship with Mt. Angel
Abbey in Oregon as a Benedictine Oblate and is the author of many books, including Early
Methodist Spirituality; Recapturing the Wesley’s Vision: An Introduction to the Faith of John and
Charles Wesley and John & Charles Wesley: Selections from Their Writings and

HymnsAg¢a -4 ¢Annotated & Explained (SkyLight Paths).Paul Wesley Chilcote is available to speak
on the following topics:Wesleyan Theology & SpiritualityBest Spiritual PracticesMaking Disciples in
the Wesleyan TraditionCharles Wesley’s Lyrical TheologyWomen’s Ministry JustifiedClick here to

contact the author.

Format was unusual at first but was very helpful with the annotations and the sermons and songs of
the Wesley’s on pages next to each other in the paper back. The Kindle version worked well, with
the ability to switch back and forth easily.The context of the book was excellent! Dr. Chilcote brought

their theology and teaching into a new light for me.



This is a great book - | had to purchase it for my UMC doctrine class but am using it regularly as a

daily devotional.

Very happy
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